The biocompatibility of compressed collagen foam plugs.
The tissue reaction to reexpanded, purified bovine collagen sponge placed percutaneously into the lung, pleural space, liver, kidney, and muscle was studied in dogs and rabbits. In addition, the biocompatibility and radiopacity of tantalum-treated collagen foam plugs was examined. No adverse effects were found. We believe that collagen plugs may be of use in occluding needle tracts from biopsy sites to prevent complications such as bleeding or pneumothoraces.